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for service under Henry IV, calculating that even if he and his
fellow-officers received no pay, they would be well paid by
casualties among their tenants. The wars were diverting the im-
pecunious younger sons of the squirearchy from 'the gentle-
manly profession of serving-men3 Into that of soldleting. And
this new party of gilded youth -4 men of action3 - found a leader
after their own heart in the dashing young court-favourite,
Essex, * I love them for mine own sake/ wrote Essex, 'for I find
sweetness In their conversation, strong assistance In their em-
ployment, and happiness In their friendship. I love them for
their virtues' sake and for their greatness of mind... I love them
for my country3s sake, for they are England's best armour of
defence and weapon of offence. If we may have peace, they have
purchased it; if we must have war, they must manage it,5

Whether she liked it or not, Elizabeth had to continue her
military Intervention in France. A Spanish army had landed In
Brittany, and she could not allow the Channel provinces to pass
into Philip IPs hands and become a base of operations for a new
Armada. Early in 15 91 she sent a small army to Brittany. Henry
IV promised to support It with a substantial French force, but
having a whole kingdom to conquer and being wily enough to
see that Elizabeth dare not withdraw her troops, he broke his
promise. What was more, he asked for a second army to help
him in Normandy, baiting his hook with a promise to repay his
loans out of the conquests. He also suggested that Essex, who
was all eagerness to go, should command the army. Elizabeth
was unresponsive, A rash youth and a light-hearted, penniless
king inspired no confidence. Thrice Essex went on his knees,
arguing and pleading with her for two hours at a stretch; more
effective, Burghley lent his persuasions. Against her better
judgement she at last gave way, though she took care to join
some staider heads in counsel with Essex; a fruitless precaution,
for what commoner dare gainsay the charm and impetuosity of
that noble favourite?

The expedition, which knded at the beginning of August
1591, justified Elizabeth's misgivings. It was sent for a, specific
object - to help Henry in the siege of Rouen; and for a limited